
Africa grows fast in population, currently 900 million plus. 
The growth rate of African economy was 5.7% in 2008, and 
the figure may drop to 3.2% in 2009 since global economic 
slowdown.

As one of regions where telecom industry develops the most 
rapidly, mobile communication in Africa is progressing 
exceedingly fast. At present, there are approximately 390 
million cell phone subscribers, but with less than 45% 
penetration rate. Thereby, it still has great potential for 
further development. 

Africa Telecom Market Report, 2008-2009



Mobile Communication Subscribers and the Penetration Rate, 2002-2012E

Mobile prepay users take the majority of Africa’s subscribers, a single subscriber may have several cards; so, 
the real penetration rate is less than that aforementioned. 

Economic improvement and open-up of telecom industry drive the rapid growth of Africa telecom industry. 
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